Middle cranial fossa facial nerve decompression before two years of age.
We present a case report of a 17-month old patient who underwent serial bilateral total facial nerve decompression procedures for complete bilateral facial paralysis in the setting of craniometaphyseal dysplasia via combined middle cranial fossa and transmastoid approaches. The surgical decision-making process and procedures were reviewed. The patient recovered without complications from the staged surgical procedures, and developed partial return of function of both facial nerves postoperatively, with symmetric House-Brackmann grades of II-III. Despite its technical difficulty in the setting of this particular disorder, facial nerve decompression may be appropriate in the setting of acute facial palsy in craniometaphyseal dysplasia, with the potential for return of function. Given the extremely rare nature of the disease process, variable surgical experience and the clinical condition of the patient remain our best guides for management.